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150 Actea revemosa. 


ular apparently Operation upon se- 
generally, lly by it often produces a very 
sudden and perfect many~species and varieties of atonic- 
acute, ‘sub-acute, chronic, atid especially mere irritative inflammations, 
both internal and éxternal, and ee any sort, 


b operation ; ithout either increase or 
energies and the the arengh of action ofthe evel 


t other effects upon: the ‘skin 

of a sensation of intolerable heat, pricking, and! 
surface, which symptoms were, in one instance, 
t eruption, though we aré not informed ‘of what pre- 
§ this effect any cofinection with its general’ ection 

nt as’ ting 


icularly. Dr! Arza Andrews informs me 


H., in 1801, and in Rafi- 


published in Philadelphia in’ #828 ; bur’ F'liave’ 
vations: ia regard to’its increasing the secretion’ of the’ 
as far as the observations ‘of a single getitleman, 
t prove this operation, it has’been cénfirmed within the: 
le Of my ional acquaintance. Dr. Arza Andrews’ informs me’ 


that hae. edl effects from this’ agent,” 
cous alue to it, for is 
faicemosa has ved to be ex 


pectirant. Dr: Nathaniel! 
in the fourth edition of his ‘Elements of Metorid ond 
Therapeutics’ (Philadelphia, 1825), places this ‘article exclusivel —_ 


sis,‘ Given’ 


but he ‘says, do not know am 


| reduction of the vital 

| side that of a resolvent just described) this article is capable of - q 
| , is not ascertained. I have no knowledge that it has ever been em- : 
| ° ployed internally, for the cure of cutaneous diseases, and, ‘of course, 
| powers iti’ this respect are unknown. There would seem to’ be evi- 
| ; for Dr 
ie 
cretior 
this matte | 
attention 
ician 1b the Hospital for the tisane, Worcester, Mass.) says; in: 
| 


Actea racemosa. 181, 


followed. by greater freedom of expectoration,’ &c. He. adds,. 
y motive for placing this article among the expectorants, is the repu-. 
tation which it has acquired in yagi 
and consumption.’ On the other hand, Dr. Eberle, 
(published in 1830), that be 
oun@ it to. render expectoration copious. must 
own and’ exp rer wi. Dr Dr.., 


Dr. Bigelow, on m Sea 
New York Dr. r. Rafinesque ; 

w of 1830... I have certainly 
times occasion powerful Dr. Arza at my particu: 
lar request, turned his attention t subject of the diaphoretic powers. 
of this agent ; and he reports, that under his observation, a moist skin, 
in a majority of cases, succeeded the relief which it ve to his patients, 
In some cases, he says it seemed to be direcily diaphoretic ; but 
ers, ouly indirectly so. Dr. Mears mentions increased perspiration, ; 
even decided sweating, as occurring in most of the cases in whigh be 
Perhaps, however, there may still be 

to the direct diaphoretic operation of the Actma. 
"early use of it (as I vow think), it was commonly employed in oh 
manner as not to enable me to determine very precisely whether i a 
rated in this way or not. All I can_at present sa 


cases, as vear as I can now recollect, tb 


to me 
an in- 
rely, if 
i Occurrence of it is very undesirable, and I believe, always indi- 
cates a deterioration in the case. However, this operation. is produced, 
by 80 many of the deobsiruents, in some conditions and circumstances, 
that it would be singular if it were not by this also ;—and yet, I have 
never witnessed any. direct operation of this sort, in eny, case whatever,; 
that could possibly be referred to this agent ; though, in some pulmonary, 
diseases, where an established expectoration has been suddenly syspet 
ed, by the occurrence of some great irritation, I have occasionally. 
ex nerctoraion eudidor ter the reme of Prat 
tion in question, especially, whi patient was under the immediaie 
influence of the uulicionta.enahle me, with any confidence, to ascribe 
| this power jo it.. The cases in which I first witnessed its supposed di- 
ing attended 
| spoch 
fre oF 


‘gueitag. In non-febrile cases, and in such as were not attended 


- 


? 
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any irritative actions, I have now no recollection of ever ing 


sweating, in instance, has followed the use of Actea. 


Chapman says thet Actea racemosa is antispasmodic, term 
which is usually very y applied, but mostly to nervines or exhila- 
rants, and narcotics. latter power certainly belongs to it, in an emi- 
pent degree ; and probably the former also, but in a very slight degree. 
Acta racemosa is vaguely supposed, by rome 01 
qusintance, to be stimulant—e property, whi I believe, has been as- 
efibed to every individual article of the materia medica In reference to 
this operation, I have bestowed particular attention upon all the cases io 
which I heve ever employed this agent ; and, in no instance, have I ever 
een able to discover the least trace of any such effect. his conclu- 
sion hes been folly confirmed by the observations of 
themes, employed agent, int sections country 
, where sensation of warmth, the flushed face, the 
increase of the , and the headache, mentioned by 
Dr. Mears, as by this article, when taken in a somewhat ex- 
cessive ity, ave been considered as evidences of its stimulant 
Sower-—but, i think, incorrectly. Alt I have used Actea great 
number of times, and through a course of many years, I have never yet 


lly, or any augmentat the strength of arterial action. I ven- 
fire to sey that this must have been the fact in Dr. Mears's case 5 for the 
only inference which he himself draws from these ts, is that this 


‘is [possessed of considerable’ ‘narcotic power.’ 1s not the 
Tia cerebral irritation or erethism, which, 


with 

and Dr. Bige- 
| jw also, on my authority. Mr. Rafinesque, and the New York Phar | 
| macopaia of 1830, do the same ; and occasionally | have ceftainly 
| diuresis its ase : but thoagh I bave repeatedly ’ 
| seen this operation, under its free employment, in certain cases, yet, at | 

| the present time, imaging and whetbari is 

it produces this directly or 

| uniform, or only an.occasional operation. Upon the whole, it does not 

| ppesr to me that this agent can justly be considered 
and directly expectorant, diaphoretic, or diuretic, as to capable 

if of general use, for these purposes merely, where no other ; 
| of its operations are indicated. | : 

| Discutient are ascribed to this 

Batara (Leipec, 1811 od 1824), where. it is said * externe 

induratas 80 Of this operation I know no- 

heard this sensation of warmth mentioned by any Ol iny patients , trum 

|  wbich infer that it is not uniform and invariable effect. Was there 

i an actual or positive and manifest increase of warmth, in Dr. Mears’s 

i case ? I have very often known such sensations a where : 
natural, and even Ww there was 8 
| - great reducti of it. a sensation, as well as flushed face, a mode- 

14 rate increase of the frequency of the pulse, and headache, are very often 


his 
that to strengthen the stomach and 


ished at Walpole, NH. in 1801). ite 


general.’ T aware that this work was eminently cnr 
9 


i 

i 


foundation for such an opinion, but without 
test -of observation and experience. Accordingly, on 


i 
He 


Sequel to the Pharmacopesia, calls it ‘ moderately tonic.’ Dr. 
however, maintains that it possesses and exercises, at one and the same 


inly possesses the power, in an eminent degree, of 
and, atthe time, imparting tone and energy 10 the 


propor» 
ion as it alleviates any diseased condition, both appetite and strength 
sooner or later incline s , 


indeed, under my observation, invariably—a speedy and spontaneous re- 
storation of its previous strength. Dut ofthe many hundred times the 


1825) ascribes to it, viz. thet during its narcotic influence ‘the pulse — 
is considerably lowered, and is apt to remain so for some time.’ [tis © 
true the term lowered is as equivocal as an ancient oracle, since it may 


| Actea racemoea. 153 
and with certain this article is capable of producing—en 
| with more ore income of 
energy) is always accompanied with diminished strengt arterial ac- 
| 
time, both reducing and invigorating powers. hus, he ‘rise 
in medicine ; and in whatever wa 
intends actual and positive reduction of vigor or strength, we are assured 
by his farther declaration that it cnlaleuaual diminution in the force 
of the pulse. From the circumstance that this article is useful in most 
observations would doubiless have induced him to change his opinion. 
For myself, so far from agreeing with Dr. Garden, that it ts both invi 
reducing or debilitesing at the seme time, 1 em thoroughly 
in any degree invigorating. I have, very many.times, witnessed its full 
effects upon the brain and nervous system : but, unless these are extreme, 
the force of arterial action is scarcely affected ; and even when the 
strength of the pulse is really somewhat diminished by its freest use-— 
the brain, for the time being—this effect seems to be prostration, rather 
than exhaustion ; for, on the abstraction of the medicine, there is usually— 
| ; narcosis the test c system 
ence, I have never seen the operation _— 
ments of Materia medica and Therapeutics, 4th edition, Philadelpt 


: 


| less 
tlemen to turn their attention to this point, end 
me the result of their observations ; and their results have invariably 


pore experience. Were this article to be pushed 
&s to destroy life (and I imagine a great deal of it would be ne- 

narcotics, it would doubtless pro- 
or later, a great lesion of the functions of the circulating 
under my ions, such lesion does not occur from its — 


4 


HE 


self in bed, even when the physician was first called ; and, much worse, — 


tod the elvine canal hed. been constantly kept 
lex; and>he had long been rigidly confined to a spare vegetable diet, and 
ion of pus ? under. buch 


increased arterial action, ‘that which 
existed undér such circumstances, which was attended with such great 
frequency, and which the Actea is said to have lessened ? Where was 
the temerity or the fortitude of the patient, in relinquishing a-course 


| nown that moderate degree of them, which may occasional 
| 
| 
| is aot at lev it, on nor are 
| ordivary stonic cases any further reduced by it. In both the cases stated | 
| by Dr: Garden, but more particularly the latter, can it be reasonably | 
| supposed, even for a moment, that there was any genuine increased 
strength of arterial action—aeny true phlogistic diathesis ? In fact, is 
| a disease which is a true struma, with the local affection seated 
| in one of the pulmonary textures ? Does not struma when seated here, ' 
living, and an invigorating course there -possi ve 
Keon or ection, in a cave of tubercular or 
insidiously, been of some months’ standing, 
had debili the patient so much that he was unable to turw 
| 
ia on | after the time, when the: patient 
then this eondition must assuredly consist in weakness or exhaustion. A 
case of ‘such 'phlogistic diathesis, certainly requires efficient. support and 
éavigoration, as much as a.case of open psoas-abscess. {t seems to me 
that there is 90 room for surprise that the vigorous pursuit:of such a 
‘plan, for considerable time, in such a case, should not be attended. with 
and that under such a course, the’ patient 
| be considered 2s in a hopeless state. | What must have been the 
a 


vation, fot the tse of any remedy.of a different character, J hed slmont 
den himself; was so rapidly sinking At all events, ia. 
section of the. country where I have hitherto. practised, nothing bua 
course of a patient in such circumstances, ever 
) ‘ er such a method-of treatment. By these remarks, I do not 
the least reflection upon Dr. Garden. . tam too. well 
practice, to which I have referred, is the common routine 
: tious parts of our country, as well ag of Europe, though I consider it.a 
most pernicious practice. Since Dr. Garden has become so beprly 
with the powers of the Actea, he will doubtless give 
to the course. in question, Should thane reewerkp 
ever reach his ear, or meet his eye, it is boped that he will receive them 
in the spirit of candor with which they are made, and that he will 
| he has manifested in the diffusion of valuable medical knowledge, by 
3 communication to tbe public, upoo the highly interesting topic of A 
racemosa. Since .the publication of Dr. Garden’s paper, galy Mr. 
finesque (in his Medical Flora, photo po 1828), and the 
Phermacopwia (of 1830), have ascribed tonic powers to this article, and 
they only call it sub-tonic ; but, I mapa, that if there is apy trust wad 
reposed in observation, experience and testimony, there is no sost 
foundation for such an opinion. 
OF OCCUPATION ON. HEALTH.—NO. XL. >: 
(Communicated fur the Boston’ Medics) and Surgical Journal.) 
Tar in porious kind of dust, however, as respec 
effect, is evolved by substances of a ox ter. 
particles of these are harder than those produced by animal or v 
substances, and therefore more capable, when istroduced into the throg 
and lungs, of woundin aces of these o 
gans, and thus laying. the foundation DONE: | 
‘complaints.. Of the trades injurious in this respect, .the worst er 
known, or nearly so, among us ; but the experience we possess is sul 
cient to give a strong interest to that which we derive from elsewher 
Those principally. exposed among ourselves to the action of mineral d 
are, stonecutters, ‘glasscutiers, and in that department.¢ 
wt-iron. work, which. requices the use of the file. Stoneculfers inbale 
lege dust, which finds its way through the. mouth and no 
| into the, throat aad lungs, and, collecting in small masses; 
along with portions of 
work. thus received varies considers 
of the employment, and to the nature of she, mates 
than Js under, cover and ip, 
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of Occupation on the Health.—No. XI. 


sumption: The frequency of these fatal diseases is explained. 
The bronchiel membrane is rid or wounded rm 


| repetition of this injury, the at length become 


neither 
i hood. The mortalit machine makers is not 
boy ly 


the of i nor does it afise any want of the ne- 
cessaries of life. I: is solely 10°be attributed to the nature of the oc- 

ft is remarkeble thet while cast iron these injurious 
consequences, 


Glasseutiers. In the process of cutting glass, a amount of dost - 
is produced, which if received into eS ee 


y 
| wheels, wich th process acted, af constomy 
wih wie, and the dant formed The 

i ed to finish some of the fine cuttings, and: which I em 
told is less now than formerly. we et the pow- 
der which remains in the depressions of the glass ; but the limited 
extent of the operation, its effect has not been noticed. 


established in al its branches, 


socket knives, joiners tools, sickies and seyd Some of them 
use dry grindstonés ooly, others only wet stoner; others, sometimes he 
_ one, sometimes the other. The total number in Sheffield is about 2500, 


1st 
| The Gilers are almost all unhealthy men, end remarkably shorilived. 
One instance only could be found, in “the neighborhood of Leeds, of ¢ . 
man’s pursuing the employment for twenty years. At two_of the princi- 
) upon iron. is difference is observed in is 
part, to the greater brittleness of the former article, which renders the | 
particles more disposed to diffuse themselves, but the cause of it is not 
under circumstances pecoliarly favorable both for avoiding its effects and — 
Knight, of who possessed at opportunities lor ODServalio£ 


| 
| 158 ‘Influence of Oceupation on the Health.—No.. XI. 
their ¢ ticeship is concloded, that is, in seven years, ‘they: proceed 
eeredeh on their own account ; some srorenstipaliods by the effect 
inquish the business ‘before thts period is 
com 
: ori the last ‘century, the grinders were not observed to be am un- 
| healthy set'of men ; because they worked chiefly in the country, antl 
| mostly in ‘large rooms, open at the roof’: they-also practised other: de- 
partments of the cutlery trade at the same time, such as hafting and forg- 
| ing, and were, consequently, but a short time employed in grinding ; 
| and besides, they were often, for months = only four or five hours 
| cto at work, on account of the scarcity of water, which alone was then 
i ‘for driving the wheels: As trade increased, @ greater subdivision 
| of labor was introduced ; in 1786 the steam engine was substituted for 
water power, and the grinders gradually became confined entirely -to this 
| employment, at which eleven hours a day, io the town; m 
| small rooms containing eight or ten stones, and frequently as many as 16 
| consequences of this change of system on their health, bave 
| been dreadful. The dry grinders de-betweon the ages of 28 and $2; 
| those who use both dry and wet wheels, die at the age of 40, or 45 at 
- the utmost ; and even the wet grinders do not survive the age of 50, if 
| * they ‘remain constantly at their trade. In 1822, it was ascertained that 
| ! 2500 grinders of all classes, there were only 35 who had attained 
i use stones, nota si 
Wividaal was 36 ‘years old. Grinders who heve good cotistitutions; seb 
| that'time the of their peculiar complaint to 
| 6@ én slight ‘exertions, particularly on going up stairs ; their shoulders 
in are elevated in order to relieve the constant and increasing dyspnea ; 
they stoop forward and appear to breathe most comfortably in the pos- 
| ture in which they ere accustomed to sit at their work, namely, with 
their elbows knees. complexions dirty, 
muddy appearance ; countenance indicates anxiety ; complain 
i of a sense of tightness across the chest ; the voice is rough and hoatse ; 
We sabe loud ; and they expectorate considerable quantities of dust, 
a inv in mucus, ay accompanied with bleeding from the 
if About the age of 30, the dry grinders are compaled 1 relio- 
ry : ‘their employment ; and the wet grinders are todo so about 
0 years later. ‘hin end of Yap sh the 
i, lungs is urgent; the cough is incessant ; dropsy is:added to the-other | 
; the usual symptoms of advanced) consumption ‘are 
resent, and at last ensues; but not till after many months, or ‘ever 
fore we have Gecasion to verify its acc 
4 | ts of inhaled dust. 
ure Hkawise articles: employed: in manufgcwures,.which, | being p 
| 


Cholera—Memoir on Chlorotic Diseases. 159 


and preduce their effect on the system in this manner. The only article 
of this'sort which 1 shall mention in the present connection, te tinea. 
‘This substance, when taken into the’ stomach, acts as a virulent poison, 
producing. distress, gid¢liness, nausea, vomiting, stupor, convulsions and 

ih. The volatile oil of tobacco has been found sufficiently powerful 
to destroy life in a cat, when given to the amount of two drops. A grain 
of the article in substance has a decided effect on the buman s ayo 


gerons effects on those in them. As respects 
of tobacco for chewing or in 
to any considerable extent. Aa tenst the effects which are | 


this way are referable to it as an external irritant, saa beret laste 
operation. Snuffmeking is more pernicions, producing disorder of the 

head, irritation of the lungs, and nausea. There can be oo doubt that 
in this branch of the business a certain portion of the dust finds its way 
and effects on that organ.’ 
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“THE CHOLERA. - 


Tuis has been extremely afflictive at that 
about nine thousand persons have fallen by it within the few weeks that 
it has prevailed in that place. As in other places, it bas been, at Hava+ 
na, more indiscriminate in its victims, as it increased in extent’ and 
malignancy ; and we trust that this may, as in times past, prove af indi- 
cation that its course is nearly at an end, The invalids from this section 
of the country who had sought, in the mild climate. of Cuba, an asylum 
from ‘the severity of our winter, probably left’ Havana for New’ Orleans 
on the first out- breaking of the disease. ‘None of them, so far as we ‘cat 
learn, have. suffered. from the pestilence, though the American. Con 

remained at his ned. som his life... 


re noad 
MEMOIR ON CHLOROTIC DISEASES. 


We can offer the reader the: present'iweek that will be so 
instructive -as ‘the extract fréth the Révue Mé- 


‘ Dr. Bland thinks that medical men here ays taken fi 
scribed view of these diseases, b simply 
‘or as the mae) of orrhes. ng them 


serve curing thn the as well as 


3 
i 
| 


Memoir on Chlorotic Diseases. 

use although this remains obstructed ?? 
specific cause of its Protean forms, is a 
vicious and imperfect sanguification ; the blood being defective in crassa- 
mentum and coloring matter, and, in consequence, becoming less capable 
of imparting functional energy to the body. Four weighty reasons are 
adduced in of this doctrine. 1. Chlorotic maladies are almost al- 
- ways brought on either by whatever interferes with, or deranges the as- 
similation of the food and its conversion into the ‘ nae sanguinis,’ as 
by living on unwholesome and innutritious food, or by breathing a cofrupt- 
re, &c.; or secondly, by whatever enieebles the system of 
| on ic nerves, which, we know, regulate, and keep in health the 
destined to form and to circulate the blood—such as all depressing 
- @motiones of the mind, masturbation, excess of venery, sedentary employ- 
ments, &c. 2. The "doughy, waxy whiteness of the skin, the pale lips 
and the scanty and serous discharges from the vagina, nose, &c., 
aad the watery state of the blood when drawn, all indicate the reat nature 
of the disease whose progress, 3d, is denoted by an utter want of 
and activity'in the organic functions of the body, arising ao doubt 
deterioration of the fluid, wherein it is said that life a 4th. The 
efficacy of steel medicines, which have the power of rest to the blood 
poe rvomy AL properties which it has lost, aud which chi iefly depend on 


‘So varied and so uastead is the occurrence of symptoms io chlorosis, 
that it sege impossible to define its characters within a single de- 
Sometimes the ‘ anwemial ’ state of the skin, with added 
» are its only obvious characters ; in some cases is a 
Tagerins and wasti fever, which is not unfrequently attributed to vis- 
ceral disease ; in ¢ examples, are intractable pacespums nat to be 
relieved by remedies ; an asthma which defies all anti ics; 
a general tumefaction of the abdomen, and anasarcous state of the lower 
; @ restlessness and want of sleep, with, or without excruciating 
headaches, and murmuring noises in the head, againet which depletion 
and couster-irritants are 20 commonly and so ” perniciously ribed ; 
or laatly, symptoms of diseased heart, which equally defy, w at Hahne- 
mano ates ‘ antipathic ’ treatment, are a few out of the many ills 
and grievances, ve their time, seat, and 


Dr. Bland, i in oe aol recommending the different parations 
of irca in chlorosis, not any merit of discovery he he is well 
aware that it has been long the medicine in highest repute ; but he very 
justly alludes to its not infrequent want of efficacy, and is inclined to 

i a to be. received into the system, ve 
been employed. His favorite formula is thue— 


R. Ferri sulphatis, 
rt Miece ; in pilulas 48 dividend... 
night and morning, to be increased 


Peta ht to four every morning, noon, and evening. 
Amoog the of is the return of color to the 


is and lips, and of animation to the eyes ; the gustrodyaia, want of 


headaches are guichly tons 


| 
| 
| | 
| | 
t 
| | 
i 
if 
if 
if 
} 
| 
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frequent, the strength increases, the anasarca of the limbs abate, and to 
cheerfulness of mind is added the feeling of bodily comfort and ‘ bien-étre.’ 
From the long catalogue of cases enumerated in su of the author's 
treatment, we shall select the following, one in a , and two in male 
ients. 
se | M. aged 21, had been remarkably pale ever since her birth ; but 
the dirty waxen hue of the skin had increased for the last three years. 
The catamenia were regular, but very scanty and exceedingly light co- 
lored. The health, hawever, was tolerably good ; and neither the appe- 
tite nor the plumpness had decayed. By takiug the steel pills in so 
mented doses for a month, she obtained ‘bloom on her cheeka, lustre 
her eyes, and vermilion in her menses ! 
2. A. S. aged 57, had labored under diartheea for eighteen months. 
He was excessively weak, and had a constant pain at the e 
The skin, lips, and inside of the mouth, were pale and exsanguine ; pulse 
htly febrile ; no organic lesion of the abdominal viscera to be detect- 
ed: the diarrhaa was checked hy opiates, and the steel pills were 
afterwards continued for six weeks. The patient was restored to strength 


and health. 
3. A. L. 27 years, had suffered from and ague 
the late ion to Algi His skin was blanched, bis strength was 


utterly ) his feet swelled at night ; he suffered from oppressed breath- 


none found ; for it would be alt her a most and it 
practice that steel should be admisistered in ¢ which 
was attended with of the surface, and of the mucous 
with muscular ness, and bodily and mental depression, without refe- 
rence to other malady which might be co-existent. E 


But, in uncomplicated chlorosis, long experience hastaught him to reg: 
almoct ‘as a specific, the combination of the sulphate of iron and ite 
bonate of potass.— Dublin Medical Journal. 


sisted the remedial ahlest physiciane; that it is du of 
titioners to record every fact that may tend to throw any light upon 


and cure. 

Mrs. ——, aged 35, labored for several years under the most ex- 
cruciating tortures, occasioned by attacks of this disease, on the left side 
of her face. All the ordinary remedies had been resorted to, without 
any obvious advantage. She came at length to a resolution, spontané- 
ously formed, to have all the remaining teeth in the upper jaw of that side 
extracted, although they were perfectly sound. y were three in 
number, and in no respect productive of uneasiness, yet she became pos- 
sessed of a notion that their removal would be salutary. Her physician, 


| was uncertain | 
: turbed with ms. No organic mischief was suspected, and therefore 
the symptoms were deemed chlorotic ; the diagnosis was proved correct 
by the speedy cure wader the use of the steel medicine. 
It will be observed that the author very properly mentions in all the 
that there was no organic disease ; at least search was made, and 
uterine cancers, in chronic gastro-enteritic affections, in indurated liver 
and spleen, &c.; and neither steel nor any other medicine can minister 
to such diseased the and and of health ! 


_ Medical Intelligence. 


10s 
Ii  after.many vain entreaties, was at prevailed upon to extract the 
|  . teeth, but not with the least degree o expectation that a permanently 
good result ‘would follow. The remedy, however, turned out to be pre- 
cisely what the patient had predicted it. would.be. She was perfectly 
- cured, as I very well know, having been her physician several years 


and Chalard on Mustard Seed.—These 
lished some interesting experiments on mustard seed, a ranaation of 

A is inserted in the Journal of Pharmacy. We extract the conc] 
observations, as results of their researches. 


-That the chemical composition of the white and black mustard 
is essentially different. 

That the active principle of the white mustard seed resides i ina fixed 
substance, which does not pre-exist in the seeds, and which is most likely 
derived from the sinapisine combined with some other product ; for if this 
principle is once. taken up, the acridity does not again show itself. . Both 
contain sulphur, and very nearly in the same state. 

That the active principle of black mustard seed is a volatile.oil 
which does not pre-eniat, and which is not developed without the aid of 


water, 
That. from all these cireumstances;, we are. induced to think that 
there exists in these eceds a principle, from which is derived the sulphur 
eovtained in the volatile oil ; this principle should be found in the were 
holi¢ treatment, and we propose searching there for it. , boage wut ed 
. » the sinapisine extracted. by alcohol, without the | previous 
tervention of water, does not possess the property of turning ow with the 
per-salte of iron, nor of developing any odor with the caustic alkalies ; 
‘that it is less soluble in alcohol, aod contains less nitrogen than that ob- 
tained by the process of MM. Henry and Garot, but that sulphur is one 
of its priacipal elements, and that from this circumstance it is certainly 
one of oe interesting substances of the organic en 


ieee 


Epidemic among 
an eruption of unusual character, and great Baga hast 
vailed in the province of Hainaut. "The attack commences by great pain 
at the pit of the stomach ; the surface of the body becomes covered \ 
smal spots, less uniform than those of measles ; and the joints swell. 
The eruption remains for two days, and then disappears ; ; the children at 
the end of this ear sink under the attack, the face and gums having pre- 


conjecture ef the the epidemic is a mo- 


Food.—_M. Chevallier, of Paris, met with ani 
in’ which six persons, in two different families, after having cao 
sausages, were seized with alarming symptoma, such as -contin 
Vomiting, acute pain in the bowels, and severe purging. 
havi arisen, the food was subjected to a stenicl a 
Geant ing to the detection of any deleterious agent. The a 
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chief, therefore, is supposed i 
which euch articles: undergo if badly prepared, or kept too long. M..: 
Labarracque saw the same effects result last summer from eating a paté, 
which had been ‘purchased at a cook-shop, and kept’ only four days after. 
Minute examination led to the detection of no copper or other mineral. 
ison, <A atill more remarkable illustration of the bad effects of certain. 
Linde of food, which have undergoné certain changes not yet wellex- 
ae is related by Dr. Paulus, of Sulz. Seven persons ate some 
talian cheese were taken ill with violent disorder of the stomach and: 
bowels ; three of them perished.—Itid. » vest echt of 


sses were applied between the shoulders. It was sup J that 
vould be forevee ‘lost, but notre trés-grande et ise, 


natural form, and almost the ordinary volume of the organ, were restored ; 
and by the aid of a very convex glass, this soldier came to see objects. 
distinctly, and continues to discharge all the duties of his office.—Ler- 
rey's Clique Chirurgicale Glasgow Journal, Feb. 1832. 


a of the Lungs.—The pati whose dissection is appenc 
was a stationer in Tottenham-court-road, who had labored for twenty 
years and more under what is usually termed asthma. He did not c 
under the observation of Dr. Johnson till within a few months of bis. 
death, when ‘he was'dropsical, in trunk, abdomen, and extremities. : 
breathing was so laborious that he could not lie down at all, and he was.’ 
harassed with constant cough. On examination, the heart was found to. 
ys ee Aes sed; It was difficult to say what was the actual condition 
of the lungs. some brisk doses of elaterium, with extract of coloeynth ' 
and pilula hydrargyri, the dropsical swellings disappeared, the breathing” 
became free, and he was able to go out to Hampstead and other places 
daily for air. But the state of the heart’ continued the same. After. 
many fluctuations, the dropsical effusions returned, the medicines lost’ 
their power, and he died in a slow and gradual manner, leaving, an ex-. 
ease. sich that his body should be examined by Mr. Thomas and Dr. 
son. 


a 


Upper diloamaatas and part of the trunk attenuated ; subcutane- 
ous cellular membrane of lower part of trunk, and of lower extremities, 
anasarcous. | | 

Thorgz. On removing the sternum and cartilages of the ribs, thewight 
lung rominent, and did not collapse in the slightest, - 


ree. The left lung, though not so distended as the right, showed, no 


Regeneration the Vitreois Humor.—A serjeant in the Garde Royalo 

| received an ott the left'cye which burst the globe and expelled the 
crystalline, vitreous, and humors. The palpebre were ecchy- 
mosed ; the conjunctiva red and bloated ; and the lower part of the cor- 
nea was mi ree from its attachment to the sclerotic by an irregular 
cut, through which a portion of the iris protruded. The parts were wash-_ 
ed, the iris oe yong returned, the edges of the cornea approximated the 
eyelids closed, and blood was drawn from the temporal artery. Ice to : 
the head; sinapisms to the feet, constant darkness, and a rigorous diet, 
were enjoined. During the night he was bled again, and next day cup-. 

a and in about six weeks it was cicatrized. 

| tendency apse wh chest. was opened. e 


longs presented a nis yeema, which was 
mach more developed in the ight ¢ toe: lung lung was 
of great dimensions, nodulated, as it were, and irregular, but light andin 


many parts elastic. The emphysematous appearance wus noticed 
free mar he lobes, which were rounded off turgid, and glo- 


the The appearance presented was not a mere string of air vesi- 
cles, which are not infrequently met with ia the examination of dead 
bodies, but a continuous emphysema of extent and magnitude. Attached 
to the lower lobe was a sort of distinet » much larger then aa 
pellucid, and containing air wall of 

formed of the pulmonary pleura. "The whole. substence of the lung 
was evidently more or lets emphysematous, except in parts where indu- 
ration was felt, occasioned probably by hepatization. left lung pre- 
seated similar appearances, but in a less marked degree. There was 
some serous fivid in the right side of the chest. As the lung was re-. 
um of the College of Surgeons, no section of it was made, for the purpose 
of examining its etructure more miautel 

The heart was much enlarged. The right auricle wes dilated and 
somewhat hypertrophied; the right ventricle hy ior without much hyper- 
trophy ; the ontium venosum of large dimensions. The left auricle was 


 Gilated, the left ventricle dilated and hypertrophied. The semilunar 
. valves of the aorta presented some ossification at their attached margi ns, 


but the alteration was not such as te prevent them from executing their 
proger functions. Perhaps they might have offered some little obstruc- 
tion to the exit of the bluod from the ventricle. The sorta was generally 


and somewhat dilated. 
hard, dark-colored ; it 
ie the margin. No other ap- 


ears Philadelphie.—The small smallpox now prevails to some extent 
The whele number of vaccinated in the city, 
quarter, is said to be four undred and thirty-one. 


| New Medical Works,—The fertile press of Lilly, Wait & Co., ia thie 
city, will shortly send forth several bi hly valuable medical works, which 


be noticed as they shall be. 


T's fow copies of the 7th Volume of the he Roston Medical and Joureal have 
hy As this Volume contains valuable original 


of Baten Bs he ont A 10—Femaies, 13. 

OF infantile, 4—complaint of the k ing 
uleers on the heart, 1—threat distemper, the bowels, 1 
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